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Old Crater Lake Road 
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A rare photo (only two other photos of this date are known to exist), taken August 1896 
of the first Mazama trip to Crater Lake. The two ladies dressed alike on the right of the 
photo are the Woodruff sisters. They were accomplished musicians on both guitar and 
violin. The girls played for dances and entertainment around the Rogue Valley. Annie 
Pearl Woodruff married Chris Beale of Butte Falls, Oregon. The girls father, Joseph 
Woodruff, and wife settled in the tall timber below Prospect. Today that area is known as 
Woodruff Meadows. Photo courtesy Barbara Hegne 


There was still snow on the ground 
on in August 1896 according to 
Stephen R. Mark, Park Historian at 
Crater Lake. He checked his records 
and found that the cone on wizard 
Island still had snow in early 
August. “Other references tell of 
Mount McLoughlin’s snow 
persisting throughout the summer in 
the 19th century, such that its 
“glacier” at the time drew the 
Mazamas and qualified their climb 
as an official one for membership.” 

An article from the San 


Francisco Chronicle of October 
1896 tells about the Mazama Club’s 
excursion: “One week had been set 
aside for the club’s annual outing at 
this place, and Friday was 
designated as Mazama day. In the 
forenoon a business meeting was 
held with the Witches Cauldron, and 
as teh mountain itself had never been 
named, appropriate exercises were 
held in the evening, at which time 
Miss Fay Fuller of Tacoma, vice- 
president of the club, and the first 
lady to reach the summit of Mount 


Rainier, broke a bottle of water 
distiled from snow taken from the 
crater in Wizard Island and 
christened it Mount Mazama. This 
name has been accepted by the 
United States Geological survey 
and will in future appear on 
Government maps of the lake and 
vicinity. San Francisco Chronicle 
October 11, 1896 pg. 1 


See other rare Crater Lake 
photos back inside cover. 
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NEWS AROUND EAGLE POINT 


Our Wood House Prints by Thelma Ross are selling very well. We 
have them on display at the Eagle Point Western Bank, and Moozie’s 
Restaurant. We will also have prints on display at the Upper Rogue River 
Tourist Association booth during Daffodil Days in April. A sign up sheet 
will be available for people interested in purchasing these limited prints. 
The White Lily at Shady Cove will give a discount on framing. Although 
prints sell for only $30, framing can cost up to $300. The White Lily will 
frame the Wood House print with acid free backing for $225. For more 
information or to purchase a print call the museum 826-4166 or stop by 
Thurs thru Sat. to purchase a low number. 


The old Antelope Covered Bridge has been given a new face lift. This is the way it used to look back in 
1922. The eight round arches that were cut in 1987 will be re-cut this summer. The citizens voted to 
cut the arches to give visitors a view of Little Butte Creek and to keep an eye on youngsters inside the 


bridge. 


Our Pioneer Cemeteries 


Eagle Point and the 
surrounding countryside has 
several old pioneer cemeteries 
dating back to the first white 
settlers. The local cemeteries 
include: Antelope, Brownsboro 
area, Brownsboro Cemetery, 
Butte Creek Cemetery, Charley 
Family Plot, Climax Cemetery, 
Johnson Cemetery, Lake 
Creek area, Laurelhurst 
Cemetery, Trail Area Burial 
Matthews Cemetery, Nichols 
family Plot, Peck family Plot, 
Persist Area, Trail Cemetery 
and Rancheria Burials. 

The first burial was in 
the Mathews Cemetery when 
Woodson Tucker was 
accidently killed in a hunting 
accident on November 2, 1857. 
The cemetery is located on the 
hillside at 11640 highway 62 
under three old oak trees (if 
you are headed toward Shady 
Cove, look to your right about 
1/4 mile past the Eagle Point 
junction). This old pioneer 
cemetery has 24° known 
burials, most are descendants 
of the Mathews family. The 
Mathews family came to the 
Little Butte Creek on the 1853 
wagon train. John Mathews, 
who named Eagle Point for the 
Eagles that nested near his 
home on Little Butte Creek, 
was buried here in 1886. Many 
descendants of these early 
1853 pioneers still live in this 
immediate area. 

The Rancheria Burials 
are located on the Rancheria 
Prairie about six miles 
southeast of Butte Falls. In 
1859, five men, Eli Ledford, J. 
Brown, S. F. Conger, W. S. 
Probst and James Crow while 
camped here were reportedly 
killed by Indians. Their graves 


are still located here. 

In the Butte Creek Area 
John Westley McCallister was 
buried in November 1859. His 
descendants operated the 
McCallister saw mill and soda 
springs originally on their land 
on highway 62. The springs 
has since been covered over 
when the highway was put 
through. 

The Butte Falls 
Cemetery earliest burial was in 
1868 of 40-year-old Alexander 
Gage, a fighter in the early 
Indian Wars of 1855. 

John Mead Nichols died 
in 1868 and was buried in the 
Nichols family plot just off 
Brophy Road a couple of miles 
north west of Eagle Point. John 
came to Little Butte Creek on 
the 1853 wagon train. 

The Brownsboro 
Cemetery first burial occurred 
in 1878 when one year old 
Joseph £. Randals_ died. 
Sylvester Squire Miller was 
buried in the Brownsboro 
Area in 1878. He was twenty- 
years-old. His family arrived in 
Oregon in 1856. 

Laurelhurst Cemetery 
had several burials with the first 
being Louis Geary, a pioneer of 
1853. He lived at Logtown, 
then when his wife died of 
scarlet fever, he moved his 
children to Elk Creek. Louis 
died in 1886. This cemetery 
was moved to Eastwood IOOF 
Cemetery when Lost Creek 
Dam was being built. 

Climax Cemetery four 
people died in 1898 and are 
buried in this plot. Peter Kepler 
was the first burial. 

Charley family Plot 
located in the Climax Road 
area had the first known burial 


of Rachel S. Rummel in 1904. 

Peck family plot began 
in 1900 with the burial of a Peck 
baby. The cemetery is located 
at Lake Creek. 

Trail Creek Cemetery 
earliest burials were William 
Macklin and Bert Moss in 1891. 
The Maclin and Moss _ family 
was connected by marriage to 
the Dawsons at Trail. 


The Johnson 
Cemetery, at Shady Cove, 
originated when Frank & 
Caroline Johnson's — child, 


William Reubin, died in 1906 at 
age nine. The cemetery is on 
the original Johnson land this 
side of the Shady Cove Bridge. 

The old Antelope 
Cemetery located on Riley 
belongs to the Eagle Point 
Historical Society. The first 
burial in 1854, was twelve-year- 
old Sarah E. Swingle. The 
Swingle family were early 
settlers in the Antelope and 
Lake Creek areas. 

Many of the old time 
cemeteries are on private land 
and closed off by gates and 
fences. A request must be 
made to the owners to go to 
these cemeteries. Any 
cemetery that has a_ burial 
before February 14, 1909 is 
designated as a “Pioneer 
Cemetery.” For example: The 
Mathews Cemetery is a Pioneer 
Cemetery and is listed in the 
Oregon Cemetery Survey 
published by the Heritage 
Cemetery Group. It is also 
registered with the Oregon 
State Mortuary and Cemetery 
Board as an inactive cemetery. 
The cemetery is on the 
Department of Transportation 
survey list as a known 
cemetery. At the present time 
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Our Pioneer Cemeteries 


the Heritage Cemetery Group 
Inc. out of Tigard, Oregon is 
striving to save these old 


cemeteries for future 
generations. The Pioneer 
Cemetery Commission 


consists of five board 
members. In addition, they 
have House Bills before the 
Oregon Lesislative Assembly 
regarding the future of all 
pioneer cemeteries. The House 
Bill 2594 in brief states that, 
“human remains of deceased 
persons reflects respect and 
regard for human dignity as 
well as cultural, spiritual and 
religious values; and whereas 
humas remains and_ burial 
objects are a part of the finite, 
irreplacable and nonrenewable 
cultural and historical heritage 
of the people of the State of 
Oregon...”; In addition, the Bill 
proposes , “a way of necessity 
for nonmotorized conveyance 
is established to any parcel that 
meets the criteria described in 
ORS 306 125. © 

This would give relatives 
and researches permission to 
visit graves on private land 
twice a year on memorial 
holidays. This Bill is scheduled 
for a a public hearing before 
the subcommittee on Civil Law 
and hopefully it will make it out 
of the committee and onto the 
floor for a vote. 

We need to preserve 
our pioneer cemeteries for our 
future generations. 

Barbara Hegne 


Don’t forget our 
annual Gigantic City- 
Wide Yard sale in 


August. Call to get on 
the list. 


A group of dedicated volunteers trying to save the tombstones that 
had been broken and scattered around the Mathews Cemetery. To 
stop vandalism the stones were removed to the Antelope Cemetery 
which is owned by the Eagle Point Historical Society. However, 
more than 24 burials remain in this Pioneer Cemetery. In photo: 
Robert Kent, Ernie Redington, Ed Dahack and Dick Chamberlain. 
Photo by Barbara Hegne 1989. 


ABOUT THE COVER 

It used to be a good two 
week trip from the Rogue Valley 
to Crater Lake. People would plan 
a summertime trip and travel the 
old road following the Rogue 
River. The scenery along the way 
was beautiful with giant Douglas 
firs and Sugar Pines bordering the 
road and wild flowers everywhere. 
The photo from our collection 
shows the rugged road and the 
Rogue River. 
The year 2002 we will be 
celebrating the 100th birthday of 
Crater Lake National Park. This 
will be of national interest and 
many people will choose the year 


Volunteer News 


Louise Jackson pruned, 
potted, dug, trimmed and 
landscaped our flower garden. 
We thank Louise for helping us 
keep an_ attractive outside 
introduction to our museum. 

Arlene Hoffman and Beryl 
Hickson will be taking a break this 
summer from _ staffing the 
museum. They will be attending 
family functions, ball games, 
weddings, picnics etc. We will 
miss them until they return to our 
museum in August. They have 
been volunteers for 23 years. 

Most organizations need 
volunteers and they are hard to 
find. We need a few more 
volunteers for Saturdays. This 
would be one Saturday a month. 

If you Know someone who 
would like to volunteer to help with 
the museum, please have them 
give the museum a call. 

Our other volunteers are 
listed on the back cover of our 
newsletter. 


Eagle Point Museum 826-4166 


Meet Mary Anne Elrod-Miller, our new volunteer. 
Mary Anne was born in Trail, Oregon in 1944 to George Evertt 
and Alvana Elrod. She attended Eagle Point High School and 
graduated in 1962. Mary Ann worked at the Department of 
Motor Vehicles until 1981, then she traveled with her husband 
Rusty while he pursued his sprinkler-fitter engineering career. 
Continuing her education, she graduated from Barclay College 
in 1986, then worked for 12 years as a Staff services 
Administrator at an Alcohol and Drug Program in Sacramento. 

Mary Anne and Rusty moved back to Eagle Point this 
past year, a move Mary Anne claims was a goal for the Millers 
for a long time. “We knew it would happen, we just didn’t know 
when. | feel content and very much a part of this community. 
It’s nice to see people you know and can catch up on all that’s 
happening in the community. We are blessed to be here and 
have a quality of life that is amazing with great friends and 
wonderful family. One of Mary Anne’s hobbies is the collecting 
and refurbishing of antiques. She had seven grandchildren and 
her 85-year-old mother is living in the new Eagle Cove 
Retirement home in Eagle Point. 

As soon as Mary Anne moved back to Eagle Point, she 
appeared at the Eagle Point Historical Society & Museum and 
volunteered some of her time. We are gald to have her as a 


much needed volunteer. Welcome aboard Mary Ann...and 
Rusty too. 


Tree Splitters Crater 
Lake, Oregon 1920-21 


Building the cabins at 
Crater Lake. 1920-21 


Taking the boat down 
to Crater Lake the 
hard way. 1920-21 


Dead tree standing on 
end in Crater Lake. 
This tree was visible 


for many years. 
All Photos courtesy Ken 
Beebe 


Membership: 
Teens $5.00 
Single $7.50 
Husband & Wife $12.50 
Business $10 
Lifetime $250 


We are located in the Historic 
District of Eagle Point, Oregon, 
between the Old Antelope 


Covered Bridge and the Butte 
Creek Mill on North Royal. 
ADMISSION FREE 


Eagle Point Historical Society 
P. O. Box 201 
Eagle Point, Oregon 97524 


Board Members: 


Doug McKinley, President 
Wayne Jackson Vice-President 
Rick Chamberlain, Treasurer 
Lynn Helgedalen, Secretary 
Skip Geear, Board 

Gary Afseth, Board 

Kurt Berger, Board 

Barbara Hegne, Chief 
administrative officer 

Melva Smith, Staff 


Volunteers: 
Virginia Cutler 
Dale Diebold 
Beryl Hickson 
Arlene Hoffman 
Louise Jackson 
Inita Kaiser 
Maryanne Miller 
Carol Reynolds 
Don Reynolds 
Lois Huntley 


The Eagle Point Historical 
Society regular meetings are 
held the second Monday of 
each month at 7 pm. 

The public is encouraged to 
participate in the future of the 
organization. Refreshments 
will be served. 
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True Historical Stories 
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